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STANDARD RATING SCALES & DEFINITIONS
Credit rating reflects forward-looking opinion on credit worthiness of underlying entity or instrument; more specifically it covers
relative ability to honor financial obligations. The primary factor being captured on the rating scale is relative likelihood of default.

LONG TERM RATINGS
AAA Highest credit quality. Lowest expectation of credit risk.

SHORT TERM RATINGS

Indicate exceptionally strong capacity for timely payment of financial
commitments.

AA+
AA

Very high credit quality. Very low expectation of credit risk.
Indicate very strong capacity for timely payment of financial commitments.
This capacity is not significantly vulnerable to foreseeable events.

A1+: The highest capacity for timely
repayment.

A1:.

A strong capacity for timely
repayment.

AAA+
A
A-

High credit quality. Low expectation of credit risk.
The capacity for timely payment of financial commitments is considered
strong. This capacity may, nevertheless, be vulnerable to changes in
circumstances or in economic conditions.

A2: A satisfactory capacity for timely
repayment. This may be susceptible to
adverse changes in business, economic,
or financial conditions.

BBB+ Good credit quality. Currently a low expectation of credit risk.
BBB
BBBBB+
BB
BBB+
B
BCCC
CC
C
D

The capacity for timely payment of financial commitments is considered
adequate, but adverse changes in circumstances or economic conditions are
more likely to impair this capacity.
Moderate risk. Possibility of credit risk developing.
There is a possibility of credit risk developing, particularly as a result of
adverse economic or business changes over time; however, business or
financial alternatives may be available to allow financial commitments to be
met.
High credit risk.
A limited margin of safety remains against credit risk. Financial
commitments are currently being met; however, capacity for continued
payment is contingent upon a sustained, favorable business, and economic
environment.
Very high credit risk.
“CCC” Default is a real possibility. Capacity for meeting financial
commitments is solely reliant upon sustained, favorable business or
economic developments. “CC” Rating indicates that default of some kind
appears probable. “C” Ratings signal imminent default.

A3: An adequate capacity for timely
repayment. Such capacity is susceptible
to adverse changes in business,
economic, or financial conditions.

B:

The capacity for timely repayment
is more susceptible to adverse changes in
business, economic, or financial
conditions.

C: An inadequate capacity to ensure
timely repayment.

Obligations are currently in default.

Rating Watch
Alerts to the possibility of a rating change
subsequent to, or in anticipation of, a)
some material identifiable event and/or b)
deviation from expected trend. But it does
not mean that a rating change is
inevitable. Rating Watch may carry
designation – Positive (rating may be
raised, negative (lowered), or developing
(direction is unclear). A watch should be
resolved within foreseeable future, but
may continue if underlying circumstances
are not settled.

Outlook (Stable, Positive, Negative,
Developing)
Indicates the potential and direction of a
rating over the intermediate term in response
to trends in economic and/or fundamental
business/financial conditions. It is not
necessarily a precursor to a rating change.
‘Stable’ outlook means a rating is not likely
to change. ‘Positive’ means it may be raised.
‘Negative’ means it may be lowered. Where
the trends have conflicting elements, the
outlook may be described as ‘Developing’.

Suspension

Withdrawn

It is not possible to update
an opinion due to lack of
requisite
information.
Opinion
should
be
resumed in foreseeable
future. However, if this
does not happen within
six
(6)
months,
a
suspended rating should
be considered withdrawn.

A rating is withdrawn
on a) termination of
rating mandate, b)
cessation of underlying
entity, c) the debt
instrument
is
redeemed, d) the rating
remains suspended for
six months, or e) the
entity/issuer defaults.

Disclaimer: PACRA's rating is an assessment of the credit standing of an entity/issue in Pakistan. They do not take into account the potential transfer /
convertibility risk that may exist for foreign currency creditors. PACRA's opinion is not a recommendation to purchase, sell or hold a security, in as much
as it does not comment on the security’s market price or suitability for a particular investor.

